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To the Parish Family of Ascension:

Dear Parish Family,

The month of February was very exciting.  Thank you all for your warm wel-
come.  I have enjoyed getting to know many of you and am seeing a wonderfully
strong and energetic community ready to move ahead.

Beginning March 16th we will enter into the mystery of Holy Week.  The dra-
matic story of Jesus’ final earthly days is relived in the unfolding narrative of
our liturgies.  From the joyful entry into Jerusalem to the dark and empty tomb,
we are invited to fully immerse ourselves in the desire of God’s own heart.

God yearns for us to approach the mystery of Easter with a willingness to be
with Jesus as he enters the city to throngs of well wishers, dines with his friend,
and to be with the mother of God at the foot of the cross.  There must be a meet-
ing of the divine and human desire as we join in this pilgrimage.  For it is in
joining the desire of God with our own longing that we approach the cross.

That is to say, we must make a commitment to actively engage in the Holy
Week liturgies. Liturgy is Greek for “the work of the people.”  Please join us for
all of Holy Week.  God will lead us from the foot of the cross to the empty
tomb; what we discover from there is new life.

What change, manifestation, or transformation might we discover by plunging
into the drama of Holy Week?  Come and See!

Peace,

Fr. Greg
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 Holy Week Schedule
Palm Sunday: 8AM  Said Eucharist (Rite I) and

          10AM Sung Eucharist (Rite II) with     
          procession and Passion narrative

Maundy Thursday:  6PM Agape Meal and Liturgy
Good Friday:   12Noon  “The Way of the Cross”

            7PM       Good Friday Liturgy

The Great Vigil of Easter: 7PM Vigil, Baptism, and
first Eucharist of Easter
Easter Day: 8AM  Said Eucharist (Rite I), no music

10AM   Festival Eucharist (Rite II) with music
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This is the schedule for March events!

Food Sunday is March 2, 2008 here is what should be brought in on that day.
                                                 Preschool – Veggie’s
                                                 1st – 2nd – Soups
                                                 3rd – 5th – Peanut Butter
                                                 6th – 8th – Tuna Fish
                                                 9th – 12th – Beans

March 2nd    Teacher’s meeting in library at 11:00am

March 9th    Arlene’s Ceramic Hut 11:00am in Geisser Hall cost $8.00 and a canned good.

March 15th folding palms into crosses 12 noon in the Library.

March 16th NO SCHOOL

March 23rd NO SCHOOL Easter Egg Hunt 11:15am we will meet in front of the library

March 30th First Communions during 10:00am service

Every activity listed above is open to any member of our congregation – please feel free
to join us!
                                    Any questions call
                                              Venus Tavares
                                                  461-5811

Deadlines for the Messenger

The Messenger, our parish newsletter, is published monthly and is available by email, hard copy and on
the Church of the Ascension website (www.ascensioncranston.org).  If you would like to receive the
Messenger electronically, please give your email address to our Parish Administrator, Venus Tavares or
call the church office at (401) 461-5811.  The deadlines for submission to the Messenger are as follows:

March 20 for the April Edition
April 24 for the May Edition
May 22 for the June Edition
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COFFEE HOUSE
 Sign up sheet

March 2nd     ---------------------------------

March 9th      --------------------------------

March 16th     --------------------------------

March 23rd     --------------------------------

March 30th      --------------------------------

If you are able to fill one of these dates, please put your name on the sign-up sheet in Geisser Hall.  Thank
you!!
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ACOLYTE SCHEDULE

    March 2nd           March 9th

        Xavier Medeiros                        Christian Walker
Noelle Bisignano                         Zeke Tavares                                                                                                  
Torie Salavato                             Jarod Linne

     March 16th                       March 20th

       Isaiah Tavares                            Cristian Walker
Torie Salvato                               Jarod Linne

       Steven Ferrazzano                               Noelle Bisignano

        March 21st                March 22nd

       Xavier Medeiros                            Isaiah Tavares
       Torie Salvato                                 Zeke Tavares
       Steven Ferrazzano                                Noelle Bisignano

     March 23rd                  March 30th

    Christian Walker                              Xavier Medeiros
     Jarod Linne                                      Isaiah Tavares
     Torie Salvato                                   Zeke Tavares

Memorial for Bertha Wilkinson
Donations are being accepted to purchase a memorial gift in the name of Bertha
Wilkinson.
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Parish News And Notes

Holy Week is soon here…yes that was quick, and then it will be Easter.  This year marks the earliest date
Easter can arrive in the church calendar.  Lent is a time in which we not only walk with Christ to the foot
of the cross, but recognize that God is continually creating and recreating.  God is doing a new thing here
at Ascension through the joining together of a new priest and parish.  And so, we will journey through
Lent-exploring God’s never ending creation.

I trust you will join me for the following Lenten and Holy Week experiences:

Wednesdays in Lent: 7PM Eucharist
Palm Sunday (3/16/2008): 8AM Said Eucharist (Rite I)

10AM Sung Eucharist (Rite II) with procession and 
Passion narrative

Maundy Thursday (3/20/2008): 6PM     Agape Meal and Liturgy
Good Friday (3/21/2008): 12Noon  “The Way of the Cross”

7PM       Good Friday Liturgy
Easter Vigil (3/22/2008): 7PM       Vigil, Baptism, and first Eucharist of Easter
Easter Day (3/23/200 8AM      Said Eucharist (Rite I), no music

10AM    Festival Eucharist (Rite II) with music

Baptisms               
The next opportunity for baptisms will be at the Great Easter Vigil, on Saturday March 22nd @ 7PM.
If you are interested in baptism or having someone baptized, please speak to Fr. Greg or email him at
glisby@gmail.com.

Confirmation and Reception                                              
Are you or someone you know, interested in being confirmed or being received into the Episcopal
Church?  If so, the West Bay Deanery confirmation liturgy will occur in April.  Please speak to Fr. Greg or
email him at glisby@gmail.com for further information.

Jr's. Corner
Have any of you ever wondered how our Church stays so neat and clean, and who is
responsible for doing that? Next time you see Jack Kirkconnell, make sure you say
"Thanks Jack; you have done a great job for the last several years!” Jack has decided to
enjoy more time as a retiree and so he is retiring from his position as Sexton of the Church
of the Ascension. Jack has been active in one way or another for the past 20 years.   The
biggest problem I have with Jack retiring from the Sexton position is that I may have to do
the work! 
Thanks Jack for your service - enjoy retirement even more!
Paul Shulver, Junior Warden
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